


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION TEACHING BOARD HELD ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2022 BY VIDEO LINK
Present: Prof. Sharon Marshall (Chair), Dr Arlene Holmes-Henderson (Vice Chair), Philip Hooker, Gráinne Cassidy, Katrina Kelly, Rob Hancock-Jones, James Renshaw, Dr Chris Burnand, Dr Jess Dixon, Dr Aisha Khan-Evans
In attendance: Prof. Nick Lowe (CUCD), Alex Orgee (OCR), Steve Hunt (Journal of Classics Teaching), Caroline Bristow (Cambridge School Classics Project), Hilary Hodgson (Classics for All), Jayne Treasure (Primary Latin Project), Dr Liz Potter (CA Secretary), Jo Lashly (EDUQAS), Amber Taylor (CANI), Clare Harvey (SPRS Schools Committee), Elizabeth Hayes (Sussex PGCE) and Carolyn Saunders (ARLT)
1	Welcome and introductions

2	Apologies and absences
Apologies have been received from Prof. Douglas Cairns, Dr Alex McAuley, Dr Alex Imrie, Dr April Pudsey, Prof. Robin Osborne and Jasmine Elmer. Amber Taylor departed before the close of the meeting.
3	Minutes of the last meeting
The Chair thanked Arlene Holmes-Henderson for her amendments to the minutes of the meeting of the CA Teaching Board on 5 March 2022. The minutes of this meeting were subsequently approved. 
Matters arising from the minutes:
· One outstanding item was the proposal for the CA to draft a letter of support for ITE providers as they move through the process of accreditation, which will be written should the providers require the support in future rounds. 
ACTION: ITE providers to liaise with GC and SM post-accreditation.
· The Chair updated the Board regarding the internships programme, which April Pudsey explained in her email had now been added to the curriculum at MMU and would be advertised to students at the start of term. 
ACTION: April to follow up with those who had offered work to interns (Arlene, Caroline, Hilary, Sharon). 
4	Chair’s update
The report supplied was noted. Sharon asked for the support of the Board in advertising the NEC Bursary scheme, explained that the change in the terms of reference for the Board was to accommodate the temporary expansion of the CATB whilst the qualifications review was underway, and reiterated that Simon Trafford is happy to act as a point of contact should any teachers which to express their concerns regarding the new IB Diploma specifications. Steve Hunt noted that Simon has recently written an article for the JCT that may be useful to direct teachers to. 
ACTION: all to share call for applications for NEC bursary scheme.
5	Education Co-ordinator’s update
The report supplied was noted. Gráinne outlined that over the coming month, the Subject Advisory Teams will be convening for the second time, after which the minutes will be circulated to the wider Steering Committee of the Qualifications Review, and the new CPD programme, developed in collaboration with CfA begins this month with an online teachmeet for Ancient History teachers.
6	Outreach Officer’s update
The report supplied was noted. Arlene’s work has focused on collaboration with other organisations and policy makers. 
7	Exams update
· Exams officer role

The Chair explained that this role would remain vacant whilst the qualifications review was       undertaken, as the remit of the role currently falls under the role of the Education Co-ordinator. 

· OCR

The report supplied was noted. Alex commented that it had been a challenging summer for exam boards, including OCR.  As a result of some of the challenges OCR faced, Alex did not have the chance to review all the Examiners’ Reports before they were published. 
Alex thanked those that had completed the survey regarding the fifth cycle of set texts. When questioned, Alex said that similarly to the Outreach Officer, he has not heard from the DfE regarding reform, but has some working assumptions of the timeline. Regarding entry level qualifications, Alex confirmed that he has not heard anything internally that would suggest that they are going to be scrapped. Following the positive reception the splitting of the GCSE Ancient History papers into separate papers received, Alex confirmed that although this won’t be replicated moving forward, he has submitted a proposal to extend the length of the exam to 2 hours from 1 hour 45. If approved internally and by Ofqual, he hopes this will alleviate some of the time pressure students face with these exams. Additionally, Alex hopes to submit a proposal to add 10 minutes to the length of the A Level Classical Civilisation World of the Hero paper. Further discussion of mid-term improvements followed. Changing the nomenclature of ‘prescribed sources’ to ‘suggested sources’ has been raised with OCR before, but at present, there has been no progress with this. 

Concerns were then raised regarding the marking and grading of this year’s papers, and it was noted that the return to pre-covid grading appeared to be happening differently across the different classical subjects. When questioned about whether these anomalies (one example given was that a student could achieve an A* in Latin, with the equivalent mark obtaining them an A grade in Classical Greek) would be ironed out, Alex confirmed that OCR had giving greater weight to the outcomes of common candidates taking both Latin and Greek when awarded the grade boundaries for A Level Greek this year  Alex also confirmed that the concerns raised by teachers for this summer’s series would be addressed in the post-series review. 

Further concerns were raised regarding the Examiner’s Reports. There appears to have been a shift in the standards the examiners are working against, which directly contradicts what is delivered in OCR training sessions, and thus goes against what teachers are expecting. It was commented that Chief Examiners ought to be bound by the standards the board has determined, and that trainers, teachers and students now need reassurance. Alex confirmed that he would look into these concerns and would arrange for the reports to be amended if it was felt necessary. 

The Chair thanked Alex for his detailed report and for continually listening to the matters raised with him at these meetings. 

· Eduqas

The report supplied was noted. Jo confirmed that the number of entries were maintained and the split between paper pathways was much the same. It was noted with interest that the teaching of the Literature component had evidently been impacted by the pandemic. Students had understandably focussed on the authors that had been named in the Advance Notice Information, which impacted the level of writing, although, as commented, the Magic & Superstition topic was enjoyed by both students and teachers. The grade boundaries as a result are lower than in previous years. At present, there have been very few script review requests. Jo confirmed that she will provide the WJEC Level 1 data as soon as she is able to. 
Caroline noted that Eduqas were concerned that it appeared as though the sources booklet for component 3B was created by an external body, which would mean they were not compliant with regulations. As a result, the responsibility for the creation and publication of these booklets is now shifting to Eduqas. 

ACTION: GC to liaise with Jo on the distribution of this data to the CATB.
ACTION: members of the CATB to refer teacher queries to Eduqas.

The Chair thanked Jo for her contributions. 

8	Subject updates
· Classical Civilisation
Rob gave an overview of the recent Subject Advisory Team meeting. Detailed feedback on the Classical Civilisation papers had already been shared with Alex, and the team is in support of the time extension to the World of the Hero paper. Further to the discussion on changes to the current assessment, the concerns around the low-tariff questioning at GCSE has been raised with Alex, who is looking into possible solutions. In terms of CPD, the team are designing two events, one teachmeet and one traditional event that will be focussed on diversity and decolonising curriculum content. 
The Chair thanked Rob for his contributions and expressed her delight that the pipeline plans for the CA and CfA to coordinate on CPD events had now been fully realised.
· Ancient History 
The Chair welcomed James as the new Subject Team lead for Ancient History whilst the qualifications review is underway.
James commented that teachers seemed fairly happy with the Ancient History papers from this series, and that suggestions for change had already been raised with Alex in the Subject Advisory Team meeting. The upcoming teachmeet for Ancient History is focussing on sharing strategies for using technology in the classroom. Regarding resources, James is contributing to a CA sub-committee that is developing translations of set sources and literature prescriptions for Ancient History and Classical Greek and has also initiated conversations with Fishbourne Palace to support them with their resource development. James thanked Katrina for her work in developing the A Level Ancient History podcast series. 
ACTION: all to send speaker recommendations for Roman History podcast curriculum topics to Katrina at engagement@classicalassociation.org
· Latin
This was Aisha’s final meeting as Subject Representative. Aisha will continue to attend meetings as an invited guest in her capacity as KCL PGCE lead. Jess Dixon is now taking over the role as Subject representative.
Aisha began with feedback on the exam series, the broad headline of which is that most teachers seem happy. Generally, she has heard more discussion about the OCR specifications than Eduqas - teachers have enjoyed teaching Catullus! Regarding ICS library borrowing rights, Aisha recommended that this needs extending across the country. 
Jess followed on with an overview of the Latin Subject Advisory Team meeting, during which a query had been raised about the use of secondary source material that is chosen for use in the Eduqas Literature prescription. Jo and Caroline commented that the use of reconstructed images was not useful as source material. Conversations at the Subject Team Meeting had also covered OCR Latin, with reference to the length of the set text cycle, and the use of translations in the A Level Literature paper. 
Discussion followed regarding the IB, and how this sits alongside A Levels. It was queried whether the DfE takes the IB into account when there is such a strong steer from them in terms of the design of an A Level. In the previous round of reform, it appeared that the DfE had had little engagement with the IB or other models of assessment design. Arlene expressed her willingness to share recommendations for change with policy makers.
· Greek, including ICCG
Chris gave an overview of the recent Greek Subject Advisory Team meeting. Regarding exam feedback, the perceived difficulty of Greek to Latin was discussed. Greek appears much less accessible - teachers find the papers challenging, and low grade boundaries also appear to attest to this (e.g. 50% for an A.) Chris thanked Alex for his work in trying to increase accessibility to Greek - having an unseen author that is the same as a set text author is a step in the right direction. 
The ICCG has held the final pilot meeting, and there is plenty to celebrate - the examinations encouraged achievable outcomes and high quality responses. Hilary commented that the ICCG has landed well in state schools, as it is well devised and well handled.
The summer school at Bryanston was also a success, with teacher courses running alongside student courses. A full report will be provided to Council. 
The Chair thanked Chris for his efforts, and the success of the ICCG pilot scheme is pleasing to hear. 
The Chair thanked all the Subject Teams for their work in providing both short- and long-term support for their subject areas before the CATB broke for a short break. 
9	National updates
· Classical Association Scotland
Gráinne provided a verbal update on behalf of Alex Imrie.
Classics in Scotland is developing slowly but sustainably. Alex thanked CfA for their funding support. The success story at primary level comes from a new centralised unit of work – Meet the Olympians – which has been warmly received. A launch event for this attracted twenty-four schools from fourteen local authority areas. At secondary level, there are success stories in the north of the country, where Classics is expanding in some centres, and new centres are also being established. The Ancient Voices programme has had its most successful year to date, with over one hundred participants, from a wide range of backgrounds. Alex hopes to expand this programme further over the coming year. Additionally, the branches continue to develop, and the Glasgow and West branch has recently been revived. 
However, the critical issue in Scotland at present is the lack of initial teacher training. CA and CAS are meeting imminently to formalise the relationship between the allied organisations so that the Education Coordinator can offer Alex support with this. Additionally, although pleasing to see development of Classics in some areas of the country, there are other areas where long-established centres are under threat of closure. 
Alex raised the suggestion of inviting a representative from SQA to the Board. This has been agreed, under the provision that the representative is aware that the majority of what is discussed at meetings focuses on the English qualifications. Arlene suggested that we amend the agenda to allow an SQA representative to attend only for the items most relevant to them.
ACTION: GC/Sharon to invite an SQA representative to the board.
· Classical Association Northern Ireland
Amber thanked the Board for extending the invite. 
Development in NI is slow. There is some good news from individual schools, and Amber thanked CfA for their financial assistance with particular departments. There are roughly 10 schools that Amber is aware of offering Classical subjects, and the majority of these are 1 person departments. 
CANI has focused its efforts on supporting schools. They are looking ahead to their 2023 Conference, as part of their programme of events, one of which is an online lecture from Arlene. CANI has also expanded their Board to include teachers of RS, as there are elements of Ancient History in their specifications. 
Hilary noted that CfA are keen to move forward with the conversations they had during the pandemic, and to push CfA support further into Ireland. Amber thanked Hilary for the help they have already received. 
Arlene extended her support to Hilary and Amber as she is working with UCD. 
ACTION: Amber and Hilary to meet to talk further.
10	Teacher Survey Update
Gráinne gave a brief update that the report of the findings of this survey is being written and is now working with Steve Hunt to finish this project as soon as possible.
11 	CPD 
The poster for the CA/CfA CPD programme was noted. 
ACTION: CATB members to advertise the programme of events with their networks.
12 	Resources
The report supplied was noted. Gráinne explained that the CATB had secured an agreed budget to push forward with the creation or commissioning of the resources the Subject Teams have identified for their subject areas. As several projects are already in development, the CATB voted via a Zoom poll on which three they felt were now most important to focus on. The outcomes are as follows:
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13 	Primary Latin Project
Minimus celebrated its 23rd birthday with a party in Oxford. Minimus: starting out in Latin has sold over 188,00 copies worldwide. PLP has supported nearly 1000 schools with grants, training and ongoing support.
PLP is a very small charity – although it has a great many supporters – and is now looking to the future. During the last few years, they have worked very closely with Classics for All and are now in the process of handing over the baton to CfA to continue the work started by PLP – in this way Minimus will continue to flourish in the years ahead.
The immediate effect of this is that grants for books have stopped so that the finances will all be in order ready for the handover. Jayne expressed her wish that other grant giving bodies will keep this in mind if teachers ask for Minimus books. 
Hilary commented that she and the CfA team are looking forward to taking care of the Minimus course and will continue to promote and support this as one of their primary courses.
The Chair thanked Jayne and Barbara for all the work they had put into the PLP, and for their contributions to the CATB. 
14	Publications
· JCT
The report supplied was noted. Steve noted that Issue 46 was the most recent publication, which included a particularly interesting article about Lemma navigation by Daniel Bartelds.

· Omnibus
The Chair noted that a report had been supplied. In forthcoming editions, the committee are seeking to include articles which review books that have had impact on the discipline, and have shifted perspectives, such as Edith Hall’s Inventing the Barbarian and Paul Zanker’s The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus. These reviews would sketch out the critical landscape and support A Level students with the scholarship requirement of their examinations. The Chair confirmed that the Omnibus editorial committee would welcome contributions from teachers as well as academics.

ACTION: CATB to put forward suggestions for books that ought to be reviewed to Robin Osborne or SM.

15	CA Conference 2023
Katrina confirmed the dates of the Conference in 2023 - Friday 21st-Sunday 23rd April. The CfP was successful, with an increase in the number of teachers submitting abstracts or panel proposals. The decisions on these will be announced in late November/early December. 

As with Swansea, Katrina will create a Teacher’s Guide for the event, which she is hoping will include social events including object handling or tours of the cast gallery. The aim is to run as many of the pedagogy panels as possible on the Saturday, with social events running on both Friday and Saturday. 

The Conference will be fully hybrid, but Cambridge are encouraging in person attendance wherever possible. Pricing of the event is currently under review, with teacher discounts being announced following approval of the pricing structure at the Council meeting in November. 

Katrina has now set up a new Twitter account purely for the Conference: @CA_2023. 

Caroline thanked Arlene and Gráinne who helped clarify the issues regarding accessibility that arose on Twitter. 

· Teaching Awards
The Chair suggested a review of the existing categories prior to the next round of nominations opening:
Lifetime achievement
Outstanding new teacher (in teaching for up to three years)
Innovative pedagogy
Making Classics more inclusive
Outstanding state sector initiative
Promoting the study of the ancient world in schools/FE

ACTION: CATB members to contact Sharon with any suggestions for new categories or rewording of current categories.

· Sponsorship
Bloomsbury have approached the CA with the suggestion of sponsoring the Teaching Awards. Sharon asked the CATB for their thoughts on this, and if in agreement with the proposal, what a sponsorship package might look like. It was felt that there could be a conflict of interest if the award winners are linked to the sponsors - many teachers contribute to the Bloomsbury textbooks, for example. Suggestions made include a sponsored reception, careful assignment of sponsors to awards (e.g. publishers to sponsor the Outstanding New Teacher award) and a conflict of interest policy. The Hon. Treasurer commented that all sponsorship was welcomed, but that a contribution to Conference, with particular reference to the Teaching Awards might alleviate concerns.

Sharon confirmed that the process would be made as transparent as possible.

ACTION: CATB members to support in advertising the Teaching Awards once this has opened - Katrina will share the link with members. 
ACTION: SM and GC to draw up a sponsorship package.

16 	Membership/structure of CATB

Sharon confirmed that the CA is planning to publish all minutes for greater transparency, but that there would be a review period for CATB members should these wish to amend or redact comments before publishing. 

Gráinne raised the suggestion of moving to termly meetings due to the current format creating very heavy agendas. It was felt that two meetings a year is enough, that although tight, they are well organised and well chaired. Arlene made the suggestion of written updates to be circulated via email in between emails. 

ACTION: SM/GC to review standing agenda items and possibility of written updates.

17	AOB
· ITE
Steve confirmed that the ITE providers are currently undergoing accreditation and are awaiting the results. Gráinne is organising a PGCE event for February 2023 and will extend this invite to the Durham cohort and SCITT providers. Caroline commented that there are teachers who train via non-traditional routes, who ought to be contacted, but are difficult to reach. 

ACTION: Gráinne to liaise with Arlene, Hilary, Steve, Aisha and Lizzy regarding the event in February. 

· LEP
Arlene, who supports the LEP on the policy side, confirmed that the contract has been signed by Future Academies, and Charles Furber is the Director. They are now recruiting for lead schools. Regarding the expert advisory group, this is awaiting ministerial review.

Hilary confirmed that she has had contact with Charles Furber regarding recruitment of schools. 

· CA Compendium
Katrina asked for support in recording the CA Compendium of the stories from the Stephen Fry competition. 

ACTION: CATB members who are interested to contact Katrina.

18	Date of the Next Meeting
A doodle poll will be circulated in due course to fix the date of the Spring meeting. 
Close of meeting: 1:13pm
Prof. SHARON MARSHALL, CHAIR
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