Peter Frankopan

The winner of this year’s CA Prize is an internationally renowned historian, author and broadcaster whose work transcends conventional borders and is acclaimed within academic circles and amongst the general public alike. He has caught the imagination and fascination of a wide audience as an outstanding communicator of the ancient world, beyond traditional geographic and temporal boundaries, with his ground-breaking books The Silk Roads: A New History of the World and The Earth Transformed: An Untold History. Our 2024 Prize Winner is, of course, Professor Peter Frankopan. 

Peter is a Professor of Global History, where he has been Senior Research Fellow at Worcester College Oxford for almost 25 years, and the Director of the Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research. He unites ancient and modern history through a lens that centres upon geopolitical change, networks and connections and his specialisms range from the spread of religions before Late Antiquity to the Byzantine empire, medieval Greek, and political rhetoric in Russia, Iran and the Middle East. His latest publication tracks the complex history of climate change and it is exactly this interdisciplinary ‘long’ historical view as well as a wider geographical lens that Peter has used that has helped classicists see the bigger picture beyond their traditional Graeco-Roman focus. 

A true polymath (he also involved in giving parts of the government policy advice, works with several UN agencies, was a Senior Advisor for a World Bank project for South Asia, was a former chorister and has played cricket at international level) Peter is a Fellow of the Royal Society for History, the Royal Society of Literature, the Royal Geographic Society, the Royal Institute of Anthropology and the Royal Asiatic Society and is also President of the Royal Society of Asian Affairs. Chair of the Judges of the Runciman Award for four years, in 2023-24, he is Chair of the Orwell Prize for Political Writing. 

Peter is no stranger to winning awards – in 2019, he won the prestigious Calliope Prize, one of the richest prizes for the Humanities in Germany, the Social Sciences Prize of the Carical Foundation and was named one of the World's 50 Top Thinkers by Prospect Magazine. His books continue to top bestseller charts: The Silk Roads, which was voted a Sunday Times Book of the Decade, sat in the top 10 of the Sunday Times charts for nine months and was a number one bestseller all around the world. Although The Earth Transformed was kept off the top spot by a book about air fryers when it came out, it was nevertheless a Financial Times, Sunday Times, Guardian and New Yorker Book of the Year – as well as being named The Times History Book of the Year for 2023. 

The CA Prize is awarded to an outstanding individual who raises the profile of the ancient world in the public eye and, as his citations read, Peter achieves this ‘between his media appearances, his book tours, sessions at literary festivals and social media presence; he is surely a very deserving winner’. But the Prize is also awarded to align with our own Classical Association mission, to widen participation and increase access to the study of the past. 

Peter works tirelessly to make complex topics accessible and introduce new audiences to history. His new podcast, Legacy, which he co-hosts with Afua Hirsch, focuses on famous historical figures and the truth behind the reputations that have outlasted them. The next person they will cover is one of the most famous figures from the classical world – take a look here! 

