Classical Civilisation CPD Day 2026 at the University of Warwick
The 2026 Classical Civilisation CPD day was held at the University of Warwick on 17th June. Sixteen workshops were delivered by teachers across all settings (state, independent, FE, HE) on how to improve teaching Classical Civilisation at KS3, GCSE and A level. 
A common theme was recruitment and retention, closely connected to the need to build students’ confidence and their skills in literacy, essay-writing and analytical thinking. Suggestions for how to address these areas are given below along with links to each speakers’ resources. The full list of resources can be found here.
Recruitment and retention
· Use student ambassadors to promote the subject to younger years, highlight links to other subjects, champion university and employment opportunities, sell the benefits of no coursework (Dearnley).
· Provide opportunities for Type B tasks such as acting and creative tasks, enrichment activities and trips (Dearnley; Phillips and Low; Altmann and Blackett).
· Promote Classical Civilisation through displays, assemblies and taster lessons (Altmann and Blackett).
Build confidence
· Use scaffolded resources, retrieval tasks and content checklists so students are secure in their knowledge, visualise the learning journey so students know where they are going and how topics relate, and build the skills needed for GCSE and A level in KS3 (Phillips and Low).
· Develop literacy by dual coding stories and summarising texts through drawings (Phillips and Low).
· Use low stakes knowledge retrieval tasks to secure recall of key terminology, factual information and the detail of visual sources (Adams).
Essay writing skills
· GCSE: Break down the different question types, making explicit what they are asking students to do, and use scaffolded worksheets to guide students to write detailed, analytical and accurate answers (Phillips and Low; Thornley).
· A Level: Create a bank of relevant quotes by using a knowledge organiser, evaluate the usefulness of these quotes on a sliding scale, use Padlet as a class tool to link quotes to key themes, and develop an essay writing vocabulary bank (Van Dal).
· Explicitly teach students the assessment criteria and show them what the examiners are looking for (Bell; Phillips and Low; Thornley).
Developing analysis and thinking skills
· Use flipped learning to provide more time in lessons for analytical thinking (Adelani).
· Develop top-tier analysis through a ‘trifle’ model (Van Dal).
· Use starters and plenaries to maximise engagement and get students thinking deeply (Bragg and Lee-Davies), for example with specific areas such as:
· Secondary Scholarship (Bell)
· Quick fire 10-mark question planning (Van Dal).
Other topics that were covered on the day include:
· How to set up A Level Classical Civilisation in your school (Altmann and Blackett)
· Building a KS3 curriculum around storytelling (Coe)
· Modelling the use of AI of lessons (Jenkins)
· Teaching archaeological sources (Aitken-Burt), Greek performance (Bakola) and visual sources (Tanner)
· How tokens can be used to enhance the curriculum (Rowan)
· Using reception in the Classics classroom (Russell)
· Redevelopment of assessments at A level and GCSE

Further details about the resources, events and support provided by the Classical Association can be found on the For Teachers page of our website. Please contact the CA Teaching Board if you have any suggestions for areas of pedagogy that should be addressed in CPD events in 2027.
